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     Currently we are facing one of the 
most difficult times in the history of 
the United States. Because our in-
debtedness has been allowed to get 
so large, it will require sacrifices 
from us all to get our budget bal-
anced in the next 10 years. As you 
are aware, Congress could not come 
to an agreement as to how to address 
our financial problems so they put 
together the Budget Control Act 
which both houses approved along 
with the President. Efforts have been 
made to address these mandatory 
cuts in both houses of Congress; 
however,  sequestration started on 1 
March. Under the Budget Control 
Act, spending will be reduced by an 
estimated $85 billion during the re-
maining seven months of fiscal 
2013, including a $43 billion reduc-
tion in defense spending. Deputy 
Secretary of Defense Ashton 
Carter and the Joint Chiefs told the 
House and Senate Armed Services 
Committees that military readiness 
will take a huge hit when sequestra-
tion-driven budget cuts take effect.  

His warning comes on the heels of 
testimony by Secretary of Defense 
Leon Panetta that DoD faces the 
“greatest national security readiness 
crisis in more than a decade.” The 
service chiefs said the cuts will force 
canceling deployments, reducing 
flying and steaming hours, curtailing 
maintenance, training, and travel, 
and furloughing civilian personnel 
for 22 days without pay. “We need 
to find $46 billion for sequestration 
between now and the end of the 
year,” Carter stated. “Furloughs only 
get $5 billion … we still have $41 
[billion] to go.”  
     The president has exempted mili-
tary pay from sequestration for 2013 
but Carter said the troops will be hit 
in other ways, including longer 
hours to do the work of furloughed 
civilians, cutting back on TRICARE 
access late in the year, and reducing 
family support programs. Next year, 
100,000 extra troops will have to be 
cut. 
 

Continued on page 2 
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In Memoriam 
MG Manila G. (Bud) Shaver USAR (Ret.) 

27 March 1928 - 2 March 2013 

The President’s Message 
(Continued from Page 1)  

What can we do?  Contact our legislators and 
let them know our feelings as to how they 
can achieve the necessary spending cuts with-
out damaging our National Defense. If you 
have not signed and forwarded the letters 
provided by MOAA in the March issue of 
The Military Officer, please do so. 
The State Council’s Convention at Sea was a 
success with a total of 43 people attending.  
Our representatives from MOAA National 
did an outstanding job bringing us up to date 
with MOAA’s concerns and actions. MG Jo-

seph Lynch, MOAA’s General Counsel and 
Corporate Secretary, addressed the sequestra-
tion problems facing DoD and its effect on 
readiness. Col Brian Anderson, Deputy Di-
rector of Council and Chapter Affairs, ad-
dressed the new drive to gain MOAA mem-
bers at the Chapter level and the incentive 
program provided by MOAA. To those of 
you who were able to attend, I thank you for 
your participation and hope  you enjoyed the 
Convention. 

     Sadly, we report 
the death of MG 
Manila G. (Bud) 
Shaver  USAR 
(Ret.) on 2 March 
at his home in 
Seven Lakes after a 
period of declining 
health.  MG Shaver 
served as a Senior 
Advisor to our 
North Carolina 

State Council for many years.  Funeral ser-
vices were held on 10 March at the Chapel in 
Pines with interment at the Seven Lakes 
Cemetery both in West End. 
     MG Shaver was drafted into the Army in 
1950 and volunteered for airborne, serving 
with 675th Field Artillery Bn, 11th Airborne 
Division.  He left the Army in 1953 as a Ser-
geant, resuming his college career at Michi-
gan Technical University.  He graduated in 
1955 as a Distinguished Military Student and 
received a commission in the Field Artillery.  

     After leaving active service, he stayed in 
the Army Reserves.  His last assignment was 
Commanding General, 88th US Army Re-
serve Command, Fort Snelling, MN responsi-
ble for a three state area. 
     From 1956-1990 MG Shaver held posi-
tions with Kimberly Clark, Spencer Kellogg 
& Sons and 3M concurrent with his Army 
Reserve career, retiring from both 3M and the 
Army Reserve in 1990.  In 1974 he received 
the General John J. Pershing Award as a Dis-
tinguished Graduate of the Army Command 
and General Staff College at Fort Leaven-
worth, KS. 
     After his retirement, MG Shaver and his 
wife moved to Moore County, NC where he 
served as President of the Sandhills  TROA 
(now MOAA) Chapter, President of the San-
dhills/Moore Coalition for Human Care and 
Manager of the Empty Stocking Fund for 
Moore County. 
     MG Shaver is survived by his wife 
Dolores, four daughters and a son.  
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North Carolina Legislative News 
(Contributed by LTC Bob Garman USA (Ret.) Fayetteville) 

     The General Assembly is working to re-
vise the North Carolina Tax Code with some 
indications that they will eliminate both the 
individual and business state income tax. If 
this action proves to be true, our long fight to 
extend the Bailey/Patton Settlement to all 
federal, state & local government workers is 
over. 
 
     The 4th Branch is taking no chances as our 
new bill: House Bill 96 – Equal Tax Treat-
ment of Gov't Retiree Benefits has been in-
troduced in the House and will be introduced 
soon in the Senate.  House Bill 96 was Spon-
sored by Representatives Cleveland and 
Boles (both primary sponsors.) The bill has 
been referred to the Committee on Govern-
ment and if favorable considered, will be re-
ferred to the Finance Committee. 
 
     Another bill of interest has been intro-
duced in the Senate which would bring back 
the predatory Short-term Payday Loans. This 
is Senate Bill 89 and it is moving fast. As 
written, the bill will allow interest on these 
short-term loans to reach as high as 391% 
APR under certain conditions. If you are con-
cerned about how this bill could affect veter-
ans and retirees in your area, recommend you 
contact your legislators and encourage them 
to vote against this bill. If you will recall, this 
practice was terminated in 2001 by the Gen-
eral Assembly allowing the bill authorizing 
the practice to expire. 
 
     The North Carolina Veterans Council is 
preparing for its meeting with the General 

Assembly in May with some of the same ini-
tiatives we championed last year without 
much success.   
(1)       The desire for Cabinet Level Depart-  
 ment of Military & Veterans Affairs 
 is out as Timothy E. Wipperan, Assis-
 tant Secretary for Veterans Affairs, 
 North Carolina Department of Ad-
 ministration stated that the new ad-
 ministration is concerned with com-
 bining Cabinet Level positions rather 
 than creating new ones.  
 
(2)  Allowing Licensure by Endorsement 

 for Military Personnel and Spouses is 
 still being pushed. We had limited 
 success last year as the bill we pushed 
 was watered-down before being en-
 acted.  

 
(3)  Enable Military Veteran Contractors 
        to have priority in bidding for State 
        Contracts. 
 
(4)   Equal Tax Treatment of Government 

 Retirees Benefits (Bailey/Patten Set-
 tlement.) 

  
 (5)  Amend NC General Statue Chapter       
 116–143-3 to read “Any Veteran that 
 meets the requirements of Post 9/11    
 GI Bill should be afforded in state  
 tuition.” 
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How Sequestration Will Affect You 
(From MOAA’s Legislative Update - 8 March 2013)  

House Approves Modest Sequester Help 
(From MOAA’s Legislative Update - 8 March 2013) 

     Sequestration began on March 1, and 
we’re beginning to learn some specifics on 
how it will affect military people and fami-
lies. 
     Beginning in early April, commissaries 
will be closed every Wednesday to accom-
modate a $130-million cut to the commissary 
budget this year. 
     By late April, roughly 700,000 civilian 
employees will be furloughed for one day a 
week for 22 weeks. That amounts to a 20% 
pay cut over the course of six months. These 
furloughs threaten to diminish readiness, 
slow or reduce availability of military-
provided services, and depress local econo-
mies in areas with high DoD civilian popula-
tions. 
     For example, furloughs could make it 
tougher to get appointments in military hospi-
tals and clinics, and funding cuts could delay 
claims processing and payments to civilian 
providers.  
     Military education funding will also take a 
hit in the coming months. The Army and Ma-

rine Corps already have announced suspen-
sion of military tuition assistance, military 
schools will be furloughing teachers, and 
community schools serving significant popu-
lations of military children will suffer cuts in 
military funding support. 
     Finally, if sequestration is left unaltered 
for the out-years, it likely will drive more 
cuts in military force levels. Over 100,000 
additional service members may be forced 
from service as a result of these budget cuts, 
disrupting careers and likely forcing addi-
tional burdens on those who remain in uni-
form. 
     Are you and your family feeling any ef-
fects from sequestration yet, or do you expect 
to? 

     On Wednesday, the House passed an ap-
propriations bill for defense, military con-
struction, and VA funding. The bill would 
help avoid a government shutdown on 
March 27 by funding these programs and the 
rest of the government through the end of 
the fiscal year at reduced levels set under 
sequestration. 
     Critically, the House-passed bill would 
provide DoD and VA leaders more flexibil-
ity in allocating sequestration’s budget cuts 
among various programs.  

The Senate is expected to approve a different 
version of the bill. It remains to be seen how 
House and Senate leaders will resolve their 
differences, but both have said they are com-
mitted to reaching an agreement that will 
avoid a federal shutdown.  
     The negotiations will allow serious de-
bate on how to ease at least the worst effects 
of sequestration, but the overall cuts aren’t 
going away. 
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Col Philip Zimmerman USMC, CO, MCAS 
Cherry Point was the guest speaker at the State 
Council dinner on 25 January .   He fielded ques-
tions for about one hour. 
                                       Photo by Maj Bill Culler 

Coastal Carolina President CAPT Marie Senzig and Immedi-
ate Past President Capt Jim Dargan attach the 4-Star Level 
of Excellence Streamer.                    Photo by Maj Bill Culler 

(L-R) Coastal Carolina Chaplain COL Malcolm Roberts, Mary Roberts,  
COLs Ed Baisden and Jeri Graham of SENCLand at the State Council 
dinner at Cherry Point on 25 January.  Photo by CAPT Doug Ehrhardt, 

(L-R) State Council 2dVP Lt Col Hal Keck (Eastern Carolina), 
Maria Chavez and Cape Fear President COL Juan Chavez at 
State Council dinner at MCAS Cherry Point on 25 January 
                                                       Photo by CAPT Doug Ehrhardt 

(L-R) State Council 1stVP COL Jeri Graham, President LTC 
Bob Garman, Advisor LTC Chris Canipe and Treasurer 
CDR Jack Overman at Cherry Point, 26 January.   
                                           Photo by CAPT Doug Ehrhardt 

Participating in the discussion at the State Council meeting 
at Cherry point are (l-r) CAPT Hank Wade (Tarheel Cen-
tral), Lt Col Joe Long (Triangle),  COL David Lucas 
(Durham-Orange), COL Joe Cansler (Catawba Valley), 
COL Vern Pike (Sandhills), COL Fred Black (Durham-
Orange) and Lt Col Hal Keck (Eastern Carolina). 
                                           Photo by CAPT Doug Ehrhardt   
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Photos from the State Convention at Sea 

 

 Pictured (left to right): 

 Front row: Maj Dennis and Mary McClish (Catawba Valley), Christa and 

BG Bob Norman (Sandhills), Renny and COL Vern Pike (Sandhills) 

 

 2nd row: Siegfried Schaberg (Eastern Carolina), Col Joe and Joan Long 

(Triangle), Patricia and Maj Gen Joseph Lynch (MOAA General Counsel), 

CAPT Marie Senzig (Coastal Carolina) 

 

 3rd row: COL Malcolm Roberts (Coastal Carolina), LT Gloria Schaberg 

(Eastern Carolina)), Col Brian Anderson (MOAA Deputy Director of Council 

and Chapter Affairs), Dee and Maj Bill Culler (Coastal Carolina), Nancy Keck 

(Eastern Carolina), Cathy Ehrhardt (New River) 
 

 4th row: Mary Roberts (Coastal Carolina), Nancy Garman (Cape Fear), 

Angelia and COL Arturo Rodriguez (Cape Fear), CDR Carol Aljets 

(Charlotte-Metrolina), LCDR Jill Mayer (Coastal Carolina)), Lt Col  Hal Keck 

(Eastern Carolina) 
 

Top row: LTC Robert Garman (Cape Fear), Gary Aljets (Charlotte —

Metrolina), CAPT Doug Ehrhardt (New River), COL Fred and Sylvia Black 

(Durham-Orange)                                         Photo by Nancy Keck, Goldsboro 
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An afternoon of  fine dining was enjoyed at Virgil’s BBQ, one of the 
many restaurants at the Atlantis resort in Nassau.  Pictured left to 
right are Cathy Ehrhardt (New River), BG Bob and Phyllis Nor-
man (Sandhills), Lt Col Joe and Joan Long (Triangle) and Renny 
and COL Vern Pike (Sandhills). 
                                                     Photo by CAPT Doug Ehrhardt 

Council Comments editors Maj Bill 
and Dee Culler (Coastal Carolina) 
share a Valentine’s Day dance aboard 
Carnival Fantasy.  The Cullers cele-
brated their 31st wedding anniversary 
on this date. 
          Photo by CAPT Doug Ehrhardt 

Cathy Ehrhardt displays a 
“stateroom denizen” - a wash-
cloth folded into a small duck.   
Photo by CAPT Doug Ehrhardt 

The City of Charleston as seen from the starboard side of 
Carnival Fantasy in its berthing space. 
                                         Photo by CAPT Doug Ehrhardt 

State Council 3dVP and New River Presi-
dent CAPT Doug Ehrhardt and his wife, 
Cathy at the Captain’s Dinner on Valen-
tine’s Day. The mega resort Atlantis Paradise Island, Nassau as seen 

from Carnival Fantasy.   Photo by CAPT Doug Ehrhardt 
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Eastern Carolina Chapter of MOAA 
 

 LT GLORIA SCHABERG, CHAPTER PRESIDENT  
APRIL 26-27, 2013  

 
     The Eastern Carolina Chapter is hosting the NC Council of Chapters meeting in Golds-
boro on April 26-27. Information is attached with regards to hotel accommodations as well 
as a reservation form for the dinner which will be held on Friday night, April 26th. Hampton 
Inn, 905 Spence Avenue, Goldsboro, NC 27534, has reserved a block of rooms for April 
26, 2013, at a price of $77.00 per room. Some of the amenities listed are that all rooms 
have refrigerator, microwave, etc. The have wireless internet in all of the guest rooms as 
well as a business center with printer access in the lobby. A hot breakfast is served in the 
lobby from 6:00 a.m. until 10:00 a.m.  Call toll free at (888) 761-5267 or (919) 778-1800 for 
reservations. 
     If you would prefer to stay on base, the Southern Pines Inn, 1234 Wright Brothers Ave-
nue, Seymour Johnson AFB, NC 27534, is available for reservations. Phone number is 
(919) 722-0385.   Room rates at the VOQ at Seymour Johnson AFB are $53.25/night. 
     I have attached a reservation form for Friday night’s dinner and hope that everyone will 
join us for that meeting. The speaker for that evening will be Steven Gregorcyk, Lt.Col, 
USAF (Ret.), Eastern Wayne High School Senior Aerospace Instructor, AFJROTC.  
     The menu will consist of two entrées: Baby Back Pork Ribs and a Vegetable Stir-Fry. 
Please read the entire menu on the Friday Night Reservation Form.  
     A tour for the wives has been scheduled to see the Waynesborough Historical Village 
on Saturday morning (weather permitting).  Andy Anderson will be the tour guide. He is a 
member of our chapter and a former Wayne County Commissioner until his retirement re-
cently.  
     Also included are directions to the Goldsboro Country Club if you are not staying in 
Goldsboro on Friday night, but are coming in on Saturday for the Council meeting.  
     If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at moaa_phd@yahoo.com or 
by phone at (919) 778-1830.     
     I hope to see everyone on Friday, April 26th.  
          
                                              Peggy Dunn, Secretary/Treasurer  



 

2d Qtr. State Council Meeting Info 
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     The Eastern Carolina Chapter of MOAA has reserved a block of 25 rooms at the 
Hampton Inn located at 905 North Spence Avenue, Goldsboro, NC 27534. Their tele-
phone number is toll free (888) 761-5267 or (919) 778-1800. They have given us a rate of 
$77.00 per room for the night April 26, 2013. If anyone wishes to stay longer, you may re-
quest an additional night at the time you make your reservations. They also have an online 
reservation link for anyone wishing to make their reservations online. You will not be able 
to talk to a live person, but will be able to make reservations and get a confirmation num-
ber. Reservations must be made NO LATER THAN APRIL 5, 2013, to get this discounted 
rate. Each room has either a king bed or two queen beds in it. There is a HOT breakfast 
offered in the lobby from 6:00 A.M. to 10:00 A.M.  
 
     Personalized Group Web Page Link is:  http://hamptoninn.hilton.com/en/hp/groups/
personalized/G/GSBNCHX-MOA-20130426/index.jhtml 
 
 for the link to proceed directly to the reservation desk: If you wish to extend your stay out-
side of these dates, you will need to book a separate reservation on the Web site or con-
tact us directly at Hampton Inn (919) 778-1800.  
.  
     The Saturday morning (April 27, 2013) Council of Chapters meeting will be held in the 
Conference Room at Hampton Inn. The room has been reserved from 7:30 A.M. until 
1:30 P.M. There will be water, coffee (both decaf and regular), as well as soft drinks and 
assorted pastries.  
 
       Directions to the Hotel located just off Highway 70 East Bypass in Goldsboro  
     Directions from north-east-west-south directions to get to Goldsboro, and to the hotel. 
Take the exit for Wal-Mart (Spence Avenue) when you come from either direction. At the 
stop lights (depending on whether you are coming from the east or west, you will want to 
turn so that Wal-Mart will be on your left and the Hampton Inn will be on your right just 
down and across the street from Wal-Mart. Bojangles will be on your right, then Holiday 
Inn Express, and then Hampton Inn (just back of Applebee’s Restaurant).  
 
           Directions to the Goldsboro Country Club for the  Friday Night  Dinner  
     When you leave the hotel, turn right out of the parking lot onto Spence Avenue. Follow 
Spence Avenue until it dead-ends at Elm Street (after approximately 4 stoplights). Turn 
right on Elm Street, go one block and turn left onto Stoney Creek Parkway, follow Stoney 
Creek Parkway which becomes Harris Street once you make the SHARP RIGHT TURN. 
Follow Harris Street for several blocks until you come to a stop light which will be the in-
tersection of Harris and Slocumb Streets. Turn left on Slocumb and the Goldsboro 
Country Club is just a short way down Slocumb Street on the right side. Turn right into the 
parking lot. Entrance is difficult to see until you are right on it.  
**You may also use Google or GPS to get directions if you prefer.  



 

2d Qtr. State Council Meeting Info 
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FRIDAY NIGHT RESERVATION INFORMATION  
     The Eastern Carolina Chapter is hosting the Council of Chapters meeting on Saturday, 
April 27, 2013. In conjunction with this, our regularly scheduled meeting will be held on Fri-
day Evening, April 26th, at the Goldsboro Country Club and we would like to invite every-
one to join us. Reservations for this affair may be made as instructed below. The Din-
ner starts at 6 o’clock p.m. with social hour until 7 o’clock p.m. at which time dinner will be 
served.  
 
DRESS: Business casual (coat and tie) for gentlemen with appropriate dress for ladies (no 
shorts).  
 
MENU: (A choice of two Entrées)  
1: Tossed Greens with Walnuts and Raspberry Vinaigrette. Barbecue  
Baby Back Pork Ribs, creamy Mac & Cheese, Collards, fresh baked  
rolls, butter, coffee, tea, and water. Dessert is Lemon Supreme Cake.  
 
Number of reservations: ________ Cost: $20.00/person. Total Cost:______  
 
2: Vegetable Stir-Fry served over rice.  
Number of reservations: ________ Cost: $20.00/person. Total Cost:______  
 
3. Special Dietary needs: ________________________________________  
 
     Please make your reservations for the Friday night event by calling Peggy Dunn at 
(919) 778-1830 no later than April 22, 2013.  
     You may also make your reservations via e-mail to <MOAA_PHD @YAHOO.COM> 
(please note there is an underscore (_) mark between the “A” and the “P” in the email ad-
dress. If you choose this method, please include whether you will be paying by check or 
credit card at the time of sign-in for the dinner. In order for me to make up name tags, 
please list your name, rank, and service affiliation as well as the name of your spouse or 
guest(s) at the time you make the reservations.  
If paying by check, please make the check payable to GOLDSBORO COUNTRY CLUB. 
Credit Card information will be taken at the time of reservation.  
 
     Mail this form to: ECC-MOAA, P. O. Box 10933, Goldsboro, NC 27532-0933  
FOR THE WIVES: A tour has been planned for Saturday Morning to see the  
Waynesborough Historical Village. Please note below if you would like to take this tour.  
 
TOUR: YES: _______ NO: ______  
 
NAME: ___________________________ SPOUSE: __________  



 

2d Quarter State Council Meeting Info 
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DIRECTIONS TO GOLDSBORO COUNTRY CLUB  
1501 South Slocumb Street  

Goldsboro, NC 27530  
(919) 735-4075  

 
 

Interstate 795 from 264 is a new road, but basically the directions listed 
below are the same unless someone is coming from the North (Rocky Mount, Wil-
son, etc) and wishes to take I-795 instead of 117 South to Goldsboro.  
 
From Wilmington Area:  
Entering The Goldsboro area on 117 N, take the Cherry Hospital exit. Turn 
left onto Ash Street. Go around the traffic circle and remain on Ash Street. 
Turn right onto Slocumb Street (beside florist). The Country Club is on the 
right after the 5th stoplight.  
 
 
From Fayetteville Area:  
If coming into Goldsboro on Hwy 13, turn left on 13N/117N, and follow the 
above directions.  
If coming into Goldsboro via Interstate 95, take Hwy 70E to Goldsboro. Take 
the Wayne Memorial Hospital exit. Turn right at the top of the exit ramp and 
stay on this street until it intersects with Ash Street. Turn right onto Ash 
and then left onto Slocumb Street. The Country Club is on the right after the 
5th stoplight.  
 
 
 
From New Bern/Kinston Areas:  
Entering the Goldsboro area on Hwy 70W, take the Wayne Memorial Hospital 
exit. Turn left at the top of the exit ramp and stay on this street until it 
intersects with Ash Street. Turn right onto Ash and then left onto Slocumb 
Street. The Country Club is on the right after the 5th stoplight.  
 
 
From Greene County Area:  
Take Hwy 13S to Hwy 70W, and follow the above directions.  
 
 
From the Raleigh Area:  
Take Hwy 70 East to Goldsboro. Take 117 South to Cherry Hospital Exit 
(towards Mt. Olive. Turn right at top of ramp onto Ash Street. Go around the 
traffic circle and remain on Ash Street. Turn right onto Slocumb Street 
(beside florist). The Country Club is on the right after the 5th stoplight.  
 
 
**NOTE: The entrance to the Country Club is somewhat difficult to see.  
You may also have a driving map developed by using the internet and going to 
http://maps.yahoo.com  
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     Council Comments is the newsletter of the North Carolina Council 
of Chapters and is published six times per year.  A current issue of the 
newsletter can be found on the North Carolina Council of Chapters 
website www.moaa-nc.org.  Anyone wishing to receive this newsletter 
by E-mail may do so by contacting us at fourbranch@earthlink.net  

North Carolina Council 

of Chapters 

111 Boros Rd, New Bern, 

NC  28560 

 

Address Correction Requested 


